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As previously mentioned, the Committee adopted seven proposed charter amendments which are 
scheduled to be transmitted to the Board on August 4, 2010.  Pursuant to Section 5.2 (3) of the 
Charter, amendments may be proposed by the Board at anytime 90 days prior to a general election. 
Board- initiated amendments require an affirmative vote of a majority plus one of the membership of 
the County Commission. Therefore, the Board may place any additional proposed charter 
amendments (separate from the CRC’s proposed amendments) on the 2010 general election ballot 
for referendum by August 4, 2010 (90 days prior). The last regular Board meeting prior to the 
deadline is scheduled for Tuesday, July 13, 2010.  
 

During the April 13, 2010 Board workshop, Commissioner Akin Akinyemi distributed a proposed 
charter amendment on the establishment of a citizen utility advisory board for consideration.  
However, the Board determined that the issue of a citizen utility advisory board should be addressed 
through other means, rather than the County Charter, and directed staff to provide a status report on 
the City of Tallahassee’s (City) Utility Citizen Advisory Committee within the next six months. 
 

In the interim, County staff has requested that the City provide a status report of its Utility Citizen 
Advisory Committee (Utility Committee) which will be included under a separate cover to the Board 
prior to the workshop (Attachment #3). The Utility Committee held its first meeting since 2006 on 
April 15, 2010. It is comprised of 10 residents appointed by the City Manager. Eight members live 
within the City limits and two members are City utility customers that reside in unincorporated Leon 
County. The Committee is scheduled to meet on the third Thursday of each month. Although the 
meetings are open to the public, the City does not advertise the meeting via its website, television 
channel, or other media outlets. The next meeting of the Utility Committee is scheduled for May 13, 
2010, 11:30 a.m. at the City’s Gemini Building. 
 

Should the Board wish to consider a Board-initiated charter amendment on a citizen utility advisory 
board or any other charter amendments for the 2010 general election, staff recommends that the 
Board identify the issues during its May 11th workshop, and direct staff to schedule a public hearing 
on July 13th 2010. It is important to note that Board-initiated charter amendments, identified during 
the workshop, require a simple majority vote; however, will require an affirmative vote of a majority 
plus one of the membership of the County Commission at the time of the public hearing to be placed 
on the 2010 general election ballot. 
 

Option:  
Board Direction 
 

Recommendation: 
Board Direction. 
 

Attachments: 
1. Leon County Charter  
2. Workshop on the Status Report of the Citizen Charter Review Committee 
3. City of Tallahassee’s Status Report on the Utility Citizen Advisory Committee (to be 

provided under separate cover) 
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expressing opposition to the proposed amendment on unified environmental standards. A number of 
local residents also expressed concerns of the proposed amendments. On February 17, 2010, the 
County Administrator sent a letter to the City Manager conveying that the intent of the amendment 
proposed by the Committee was to provide consistency, reliability and uniformity of environmental 
standards in the community (Attachment #6). In addition, the County Administrator ensured that 
County staff would work together with City staff to develop unified environmental standards. 
 
Nonetheless, the City continued to oppose the Committee’s amendment on unified environmental 
standards through further testimony at the Committee’s public hearings, correspondence, and verbal 
communication. As a result, the Committee significantly modified the charter amendment on unified 
environmental standards to minimal environmental standards which would require the County to 
establish minimum environmental standards, procedures, requirements, or regulations countywide; 
however it would not prohibit a municipality from adopting more stringent levels of environmental 
standards, procedures, requirements, or regulations, within its incorporated limits. If approved by the 
electorate, the amendment would take effect on April 1, 2011. 
 
 Ballot Title: Minimum Countywide Environmental Standards 
 Ballot Summary: Whether the Leon County Home Charter shall be amended to provide that 

county ordinances shall provide minimum standards, procedures, requirements, and regulation 
for the protection of the environment. 

 
Amendments Not Approved by the Committee 
The proposed amendments on the establishment of a Citizen Utility Advisory Board (vote of 7-8) 
and the expansion of the functions of the Clerk Auditor (vote of 7-8) did not receive the required 
two-third votes for recommendation to the Board. It is important to note that the majority of the 
Committee voted not to proceed with the establishment of a Citizen Utility Advisory Board after the 
City informed the Committee that it had re-activated its Utilities’ Citizen Advisory Committee 
(Utilities Committee) and ensured that it would attempt to address the Committee’s concern of 
County representation on the current Utilities Committee.    
 
Transmittal of Proposed Charter Amendments to the Board  
Pursuant to section 5.2 (2)(B) of the Charter, the Committee is required to submit its 
recommendations to the Board no later than 90 days prior to the 2010 general election. In addition, 
the Charter requires the Board to consider the Committee’s proposed charter amendments in 
accordance with section 125.64 F.S., which states that upon submission of the amendments, the 
Board must call a special election to be held at least 45 days but no later than 90 days after the 
submission of those charter amendments proposed by the Committee the Board wishes to place on 
the ballot. Thus, the Committee voted to transmit its proposed charter amendments to the Board on 
August 4, 2010 (90 days prior to the 2010 general election). This provides the Board the opportunity 
to hold a special election on the proposed charter amendments simultaneously with the general 
election.  
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Attached is 
 

Attachment #3 
 

for the  
 

Workshop on Potential Board-Initiated Charter 
Amendments 

 
 

“City of Tallahassee’s Status Report on the Utility Citizen 
Advisory Committee” 

 
 

Workshop on May 11, 2010 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Distributed: May 10, 2010 
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